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Your park fees provide for the care,
protection and enhancement of this park.

Park Location:
The park is located 50 miles southwest of Green
River off State Highway 24.

Operating Hours:
The park is open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. year-round.

Address Inquiries To:

Goblin Valley State Park

PO Box 637

Green River, UT 84525

(435) 275-4584

or

Utah State Parks and Recreation
P.0. Box 146001

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6001
(801) 538-7220, (877) UT-PARKS
stateparks.utah.gov

For Reservations Call:
(800) 322-3770

Utah State Parks Mission:

To enhance the quality of life by preserving
and providing natural, cultural and recreational
resources for the enjoyment, education and
inspiration of this and future generations.

Information contained in this brochure was accurate at the
time of printing. Policies, facilities, fees, hours and regulations,
etc., change as mandated. For updated information please
contact the park.

Printed on recycled paper 06/11 30M

'SUOIBAJISSAI pue asn-dnoJd 1o} pagieyo
aJe S99) |euonippy "pagieyd ale sas) guidwed pue asn-Aeq

s994 19s)

'SISeq Panlas-1Sil) ‘Ow09-1S1l) B UO d|qe|ieAe ale

S91IS pOAISSaIUN "PASIAPE 1NQ paJinbal 10U aJe SUOIIBAISSaY
"0.,.£-22E-008 9344|101 10 A11Q 9T 11eS UIyUM 0L L€
-Z2ZE-T0S8 ||e0 asea|d ‘uonealasal e ayew 0] “ddueApe Ul
syiuow TT 01 dn apew aq Aew suoneAlasal asn-dnolg
21ep ainuedap yied Jo dduBApE Ul SY9am 9T 01 SAep om)
apew aq Aew suoneAlasal ausdwed [enpiAlpu] “saysdwed
|enpiAlpul pue asn-dnoJg 10} a|qe|ieAe aie SuoleAIasay

SUOI}BAIDSOY

y31u 1. SU3Ip 9|3UIS pue suaal ay) Ol
doip uaJo 1nq ‘shep 1sow Fuizoal) aA0ge aie sainjesadwal
"MOUS [BUOISE000 pue sainieiadwa)l 1ap|o) - J9JUIM

"MOUS |BUOISBI20

pue |iey ‘ulel ‘spuim guons guipnjoul ‘sagueyo ydnige
Jo} paJedaid ag *|009 pue Jes|d S1y3iu ‘wiem pue Auuns
ua1Jo aJe sheq Jayieem a|geLie - uwniny pue sulds

‘SuoAue? 10|S Agieau ul Ulpool} ysey}

pue say1ns guluygl) Jo Ja3uep 3uliq os|e 1nqg ‘Ajjeanewelp
salnieiadwal 009 JBUIWNS 818 Ul SIaMoysiapunyl
uoouJsly IYSiu 18 Q9 piw By 0} |[e4 pue Aep ay3 Bulinp
SOOT MO| 01 SO 01 Yyoeas ued sainjesadwsa] - JIowwing

‘Aipided 130 |000 0} SBUIUBAS MO||e
uoneladan asieds pue AlpiwNy Mo “Joay |oejey ues pue
JOOJ} 1J9S3p 3Y] JO SM3IA JB|nde10ads 490 SaIMS 118sap Jes|)

layjeam

"SUBIY 9lIym
uonneo asn ‘eale pagani ‘olowal e S| A9||eA Ul|qoy) «

Jawwins ul
Kep Jad uosiad Jad uojjeg suo — Jarem Jo Qlus|d YuLqg «

‘'swolsiapunyl
Fuunp 8]91YyaA 10 3UIp|IiNg B Ul J181|ayS %99S "SuU0I1edo0|
yied pue As|jen pasodxa ul 919A8S SI 1agduep 3ululysi] o

sdi] fyajes

"JaUJ09 1XaU ay1 punoie

sl 1eym 3ulianoasip Aofua oym asoy) 01 J|9S1l Spud| 1.yl
a3eulelp |BJN1BU B SMO||0} |IeJ1 BY] "¥oeq pue suljqos ay)
0} punoJ3dwed ayy wolj |1es) Aeem-auo 9|Iw-£ T Snonuans
Al@1eJIopoW ‘DWO0SaINUBAPE Uy - UOAUBY) epeljug

‘suleluno|n AlusH

3y JO SMaIA Je|noe10ads Se [|am Se A9]|BA UIIqOL) JO MBIAIBAO
anbiun e sJa40 |1eJl 8Y] "uoiew.Io) SINY 8yl SMO||04 1.yl
[leJ1 ¥oeq pue Ino a|iw-T'z Ases Ajie} v - yausg SIng

"Y00[I8AQ 83D SAJ|0A 01 &1y |euondQ

*SaAN0adsIad JudIBIP WOI) AB]|BA UIIQOY) 89S SIOLISIA ‘Aem
21 8uUO|y "100}} 1I8sap ayy 0} eale uiyied syl woi) Suipes)
doo| snonuas Ajglelapow a|IW-G T Y - UOAUBRY) [oWIe)

:S|leJ) 994U SI81J0 pue ‘suljqos syl usamlaq ul pue
Suowie Japueaw pue a10|dxa 0] SIOUSIA SMO||e A3[|eA UIjQOY)

SORIAOY

Goblin Valley
State Park

Utah State Parks



GOBLIN VALLEY
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From deposits laid 170 million years ago by a vast inland sea, Goblin Valley State Park was sculpted by

forces of nature such as uplift and erosion by wind and water. Today, results of these geologic forces are
witnessed in the stone gnomes inhabiting the valley. These uniquely shaped goblins lure visitors to join them

in their desert playground.

Goblin Valley State Park is located in Emery County between Green River and Hanksville. Follow Highway 24

to Temple Mountain Junction (mile post 136), and proceed 12 miles southwest to the park.

Story of Goblin Valley

Cowboys searching for cattle were among the first to discover secluded Goblin Valley. In the late 1920s, Arthur
Chaffin, owner/operator of the Hite Ferry, and two companions were searching for an alternative route between
Green River and Caineville. They came to a vantage point about one mile west of Goblin Valley and were awed
by what they saw — five buttes and a valley of strange-shaped rock formations surrounded by a wall of eroded

cliffs. In 1949 Chaffin returned to the area he called Mushroom Valley. He spent several days exploring the
mysterious valley and photographing its scores of intricately eroded creatures.

Publicity attracted visitors to the valley despite its remoteness. In 1954 it was proposed that Goblin Valley be
protected from vandalism. The state of Utah later acquired the property and established Goblin Valley State
Reserve. It was officially designated a state park on August 24, 1964.

Geology

The wonderful stone shapes of Goblin Valley
result from millions of years of geologic history.
The goblins are made of Entrada sandstone,
which consist of debris eroded from former
highlands and redeposited here on a tidal flat
(alternating layers of sandstone, siltstone and
shale). The goblins show evidence of being near
an ancient sea with 1) the ebb and flow of tides,
2) tidal channels that directed currents back to
the sea and 3) coastal sand dunes.

Joint or fracture patterns within the Entrada’s
sandstone beds create initial zones of
weakness. The unweathered joints intersect
to form sharp edges and corners with greater
surface-area-to-volume ratios than the faces.
As a result, the edges weather more quickly,
producing spherical-shaped goblins.

GOBLIN VALLEY STATE PARK

N

2 2
— [~}
S;‘\j::fk d\\gﬁﬁi
-
J‘o \—‘\“\ /’
Map Legend P
Entrance Station/Visitor Center
@) Restrooms >
Covered Picnic Area
[ Viewpoint
Hiking Trailhead
Campground
Group Campground
Amphitheater
5] Ranger Residence @9
=== Hiking Trail 23
= Paved Road Ol &,
== Unpaved Road -
[l

—----._&

7

San Rafael Swell

Goblin Valley
State Park

Capitol Reef O Hanksville

National Park

(o]
L]
L
L4

5

—

U

HV Stage

Area

t,,
N

anss?®

uag siHn)d

“an ue

9

g

v U
9
0o
&~

0o

NN

2
?

]
i

B

To Molly’s Castle ==ra

il

o

N

EEFSNNEAN

tle

=0

D

Sl

Summerville

%)
c
L9
)
. @©
Curtis g )
_- 8
c <
b -
o 2
@ E
© o
55
- '
Entrada o9
o -
o
=)

Plants and Animals

Vegetation is limited to hardy desert species,
which can endure blowing sand and hot, dry
surface conditions. Vegetation and wildlife exist
on a limited supply of water in this arid desert
environment. Plants have adapted by reducing
the size of their leaves, as smaller leaves lose
less water through transpiration. Some plants
have a waxy coating on their leaves, which also
reduces water loss. Visitors will likely encounter
Mormon tea (joint fir), Russian thistle, Indian
ricegrass and various cacti. Nearby, at slightly
higher elevations, are juniper and pinyon pine.

Animals often must travel many miles to find
water or wait for thunderstorms to provide
moisture. Most animals in the area are
nocturnal, venturing out only in the cooler
evenings to hunt and forage for food. Some
animals get water from the food they eat and go
for weeks without a drink of water. Jackrabbits,
scorpions, kangaroo rats, pronghorn, kit foxes,
midget faded rattler and coyotes are found
within and near the park.

Desert animals have only a slight edge on the
harsh environment in which they live. Chasing
or harassing them uses up precious reserves
they cannot afford to lose. Please respect their
home, and do not disrupt their tenuous struggle
for existence.




