












launch quickly. When retrieving your boat, pull it away 
from the ramp before wiping it down and securing it for 
extended travel.

Emergency Preparedness 
Think about possible emergency situations. Determine 
what to do if someone falls overboard, if there is a fire, 
breakdown, or collision.

Practice putting on your lifejacket while you are in the 
water. Practice throwing a Type IV PFD.

Know various distress signals such as slowly and repeatedly 
raising and lowering your outstretched arms.

If your boat capsizes, it will usually float. Put on a lifejacket 
and stay with the boat so you can be more easily seen by 
rescuers.

Other Governing Agencies 
There are federal, state and local governing agencies that 
may establish boating safety requirements, which may 
be more restrictive than Utah’s boating laws and rules. 
Be sure to learn their restrictions before you go boating.

Where Can I Learn More 
Contact Utah State Parks and Recreation for a free home 
study boating course or information on instructor-led 
boating safety classes from other organizations or courses 
available via the Internet.

Successful completion of a boating safety course may 
lower your boat insurance premiums.

Other boating safety courses are available through:
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary: www.cgaux.org 
U.S. Power Squadrons: www.usps.org or 888-367-8777 

CONTAcTS

This pamphlet contains highlights from Utah’s Boating Laws 
and Rules, and answers frequently asked questions about 
boating in Utah. For a complete copy of Utah's Boating Laws 
and Rules contact:

Utah State Parks and Recreation
1594 West North Temple, Suite 116
P.O. Box 146001
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6001
(801) 538-7220
(877) UT PARKS
Utah's Boating Hotline: 801-538-BOAT (2628) within 
the Salt Lake calling area or 800-RIDE-PWC (7433-792) 
outside the Salt Lake calling area, or visit our website at: 
stateparks.utah.gov

For boat registration information, contact:

Utah Division of Motor Vehicles
dmv.utah.gov
210 North 1950 West
Salt Lake City, UT 84134 
(800) 368-8824
(801) 297-7780 Salt Lake calling area
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The Utah Department of Natural Resources receives federal aid and prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, age, national origin or disability. For 
information or complaints regarding discrimination, contact: Executive Director, Utah 
Department of Natural Resources, PO Box 145610, Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5610 
or Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 1801 L Street, NW, Washington, 
DC 20507-0001.
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