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Utah State Parks

During the 2008 season, Utah State Park Rangers found that 
39% of boat owners were not carrying proof of insurance on 
board.

Vessels equipped with a 50 horsepower or greater motor and 
all personal watercraft are required to have proof of liability 
insurance on board, whenever the boat is in operation. Insur-
ance identification cards or declaration pages must indicate 
the year, make, model, HIN, and policy period for an owner’s 
boat. 

The minimum insurance requirements are: 
$25,000/$50,000 bodily injury/death - $15,000 property 
damage or $65,000 combined minimum per accident. 

A vessel, owned by a non-Utah resident must meet its state’s 
insurance requirements or have 90 days to comply with Utah 
liability insurance requirements.

Get On Board with 
Insurance Rules
Just as Utah drivers must have 
vehicle insurance and carry 
proof of insurance in their cars 
and trucks, Utah law requires 
boat owners to have insurance 
and carry proof of insurance on 
board whenever their boat is in 
operation. 

The Utah State Parks Boating Education 
Office is working to move personal 
watercraft (PWC) education online. Once 
in place, students may take a PWC class 
in the comfort of their own home and at 
their own pace. 

Youth between the ages of 12 and 17 
may operate a personal watercraft 
provided they complete a boating 
education course accepted by Utah 
State Parks and carry certification while 
operating a PWC. In addition, youth 12 
through 15 must operate under direct 
supervision of a responsible person at 
least 18 years of age. 

Online courses will be animated and 
interactive, yet require that students 
spend a certain amount of time on each 
page learning important information. 
Utah will be one of the first western 
states to pursue online PWC education, 
following 
successful 
models back 
East. We are 
excited to be 
following a 
national trend 
of computer 
learning for 
our students. 

Visit us at stateparks.utah.gov/boating for information 
specific to boat dealers, including how to obtain a Boat 
Dealer Demonstration Pass.

You’ll also find boating laws and rules, registration and bow 
number information, current launch and fishing conditions 
and more. 

Coming Soon -
Personal Watercraft
Online Education Course
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  We’re here to help! 

  Dave Harris
  Boating Program Manager              
  daveharris@utah.gov
  (801) 538-7341

  Chris Haller
  Asst. Boating Program Manager   
  chrishaller@utah.gov
  (801) 538-7464

  Stacy Blake
  Boating and OHV Assistant        
  stacystickler@utah.gov
  (801) 538-7361

 

  If you have comments, article 
  suggestions, or other types of 
  information you would like to see 
  addressed in a future newsletter,  
  please let us know. Contact Stacy 
  Blake at (801) 538-7361 or email 
  stacystickler@utah.gov

Checklist Item Vessels 
Under 16 ft.

Vessels 
16 ft. to < 26 ft.

Vessels 26 ft. 
and longer

Display of 
Registration Decals

Registration Card On 
Board

Display of Bow 
Numbers

Fire Extinguisher

Spare Propulsion Yes for vessels under 
21 ft., recommended 

for others

Recommended

Bailing Device

Sound Producing 
Device

Strongly 
Recommended

One Life Jacket For 
Each Person On Board

Type IV Throwable 
Flotation Device

Strongly 
Recommended

Proper Navigation 
Lights

Meets Noise/Muffler 
Requirements

Adequate Ventilation

Approved Flame 
Arrestor

Capacity Plate 
Displayed

Yes for vessels 
under 20 ft., 

manufacturer’s 
option for others

Manufacturer’s 
option

Hull Identificaton 
Number (HIN)

Liability Insurance Yes for PWC 
& motorboats 
with 50 hp or 

greater engines

Yes for motorboats 
with 50 hp or 

greater engines

Yes for 
motorboats 

with 50 hp or 
greater engines
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(A) Required for all registered vessels. Registration is required for all motorized  
      and sailing vessels.
(B) Required for all registered vessels except U.S. Coast Guard documented     
      vessels. 
(C) Not required for outboard motorboats of open construction; however they    
      are recommended for all motorboats.
(D) Vessels 26 ft. to < 40 ft. must carry two B-I or one B-II fire extinguisher(s).
(E) Vessels 40 ft. and longer must carry three B-I or one B-I and one B-II fire  
      extinguisher(s).
(F) Vessels 40 ft. or longer must carry a bell in addition to a horn or whistle.
(G) Required for inboard gasoline engines equiped with a carburetor.
(H) Vessels exempt from this requirement include: sailboats, canoes, kayaks, 
      inflatable vessels, and vessels manufactured prior to 1973. 

This list shows required and optional safety equipment that 
should be on board.  Because equipment requirements may 
vary depending on the size of the boat, you may need additional 
types, sizes and quantities of specific safety equipment. 


